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The traditional ethnomedicinal usesof54 speciesbelongingto52 generaand3Z iamilies ofangiosperms
are presented in this paper. The ethnomedicinal-lore ofthe tribes such as Pawar4 tshil, Mavachi and
Kokani is documented fordifferent diseases like scabies, jaundice, asthma, piles, dianhoe a,ecz1ma,
various diseases of stomach and urinogenital ones, apart from their uses for abscess, tumours,
abortion, impotency, swelling, loss ofappetite, paralysis, teething in infants etc. The correct scientific
name, family, local namq plant parts used and preparation are recorded with due care.
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Practice of indigenous herbal medicines is one of the The tribal people were interviewed in different seasons
advancing frontiers of medical science in modern times. and pocket offorest dwellers. Validity ofdaa was confirmed
From time immemorial plants have played a significant role by making queries to tribal people in the same or other
as curative and protective agen6. Aboriginals have always hamletVvillages. Plans families have been identified using
used plans oftheir surroundings to treat a wide spectrum Patil'st and their botanical names were deciphered using
ofhumandiseases..Keepinginviewofvegetational richness recent floras by Naik2, Patilrr and Cookea. The results of
of this region and the predominant population of tribals this study are tabulated in Table I .

such as Pawara, Bhil, Mavachi and Kokani, attempts have The data presented in this communication is the
been made to document ethnomedicinal uses of plants of result of first-hand intensive survey ofthe tribal people of
Nandurbar district. Nanadurbar district The majority ofthem depend on herbal

During ethnomedicinal surveys among the medicineswtricharelocallyandeasilyaccessible. Extemal
aboriginal people of Nandurbar district, the authors came application or intemal administration ofmedicine is in the
acrosssomewildplantswhicharebeingusedformedicinq. form of paste, powder, oil, decoction and infusion. The
'IabIe enumeration of-plants used for diffgrent diseases.
sr-

No.

Botanrcal Name tamily vernacular
Name

Ylany
Part used

Allment/ Dlsease Preparatlon

Acacia catechz Willd- Mimosaceae Khair Ba* Abscess Paste
Parntirl menstruation Decoction

Ba* Wound Powder
2 Acldthacla zeylantcq

Medic.
Acanthaceae AOUtSa Roots Fever lntuslon

Leaves Cough, Asthma Decoction
3 Aegle marmelos (L.) Corr. Rutaceae Leaves Plles, Jaundlce Infirsion

Fruit Mucous in stool,
Mouth ulcer

Powder

4 Aerva sanguinolenta
(L)Bl.

Amaranthacea Burval Roots Mouth ulcer lnfusion

5 Ailanthus excelsa Roxb Simarubaceae Mahrukh Bark Jaundice Infusion
Fracture Paste

6 Aloevera(L.)Burm.l Liliaceae KunwarPato Leaves Bum Paste

7 Amar.antffir spinosusL. A"fliaranthacea Katoria-niritla Seeds To avoid abortion Powder
Entire nlanr Urinary Stone Powder

E Annona squatnosaL. 'Annonacepe Sitaphaf Seeds Headlice tsaste
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No
BotanicalName Family Vernacular

N*mc
Plant/
Part rrsed

Aihnent / Disease Preparation

9. Argemone mexicanaL. Papaveraceae Pivala Dhotra Roots Prolonged
menstruation

Infusion

laiex Scabies t-atex applied
10. Aristolochia bracteolatt Aristolochiaceae Kidamari Leaves Frzrr:p. Juice

I(eu. Pus in ears Juice
DAtrosPermum raztana
Keshavet.Yog.

Euphorblaceae tiatt t(oots uonstrpatron lntuslon
SCCdS Scables Paste

t2. Bioplrytum sensitivum

o.)DC.
Oxalidaceae Rrsamnu bntrre plant White discharge Paste

TJ. Bosw el lia serrata Pioxb. Burseraceae Salai Ba* Joint pain lnfusion
Ctm Fever Gum+water
Root Weakness Decoction

l4 Buteamonosperma
(Lam.)Taub.

Papilionaceae Palas Bark Fracture Paste
Gm Foruncle ( ilrm annlied
Flowers Scabies Paste

15. Caesalpinia bonduc
(L.)Roxb.

Caesalpiniaceae Kachka Seeds Abdominal pain lnfusion
Leaves Asthma Decoction

t6 Calotropis gigantea
(L.)RBr.

Asclepiadaceae Rui Lats( Boils/Scabies Latexapplied

17. Caricapapaya L. Caricaceae Papaya Roots Muscle catch Paste
18. Cassia occidentaEiT. Caesalpiniaceae Rantakla Roots Snake bite Powder
19. Cassiatora L- Caesalpiniaceae Tarota Seeds Asthma Powder

[.eaves Dianhoea Infusion
Entire plant Piles AshN Celosiaarseaia L. Amaranthaceae I-amMi Seeds Fever Powder

21. Cissus q uadransa I ari s L Viaceae Khandvel Entire olant Fracture Paste
n. Clitoria ternatea L. Papilionaceae Gokam l,eaves Joint pain Paste/.

23 Coccuhrs hirsutus (L.)
Theobs.

Menispermaceae Vasanvel Entire plant Jaundice lnfusion

24. Commelina
benghalensisL.

Commelinaceae Kena Leaves Weakness Vegetable

25. Crataeva adansonii DC. Capparidaceae Vamo Bark Boils with pus Infusion
26. curcuma inodora Blatt. Zingiberaceae Hengya Rhizome Prle Powdertl. Cypertu rotundas L. uyperaceae -nroo I uDerous

roots
Watery stool Decoction

Tuberous Fever Infusion

Tui:erous
roots

Snake Bite Powder

u. Da I b e r g i a I at dolr'a Roib rapr[onaceae Dlsam Leaves fever tnlusron
z). utoscorea htspida

Dennst.
Dioscoreaceae Vaskand Bulb wound Paste

30. Diplocyclos palmatus
(L.) Jeffery

Cucurbitaceae Shivlingi kaves/fruit Pain in arms/legs Powder
SECdS Snakebite,

sterility in women Powder

C
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Sr.
Nn

Botanical Name Family Vemacular
Name

Plant/
Part used

Ailment/ Disease Prepantion

3l Emblica oficinalis
Gaertn.

Euphorbiaceae Awala Fruit \r'omiting Dryfruitchewa
Frult Scabres Powder
tea\,tslBak Jaundice lnfusion

l? Eranthenrum roseum
(%hl)RBr.

Acanthaceae Dashmuli Entire plant Paralvsis Paste
Roots Sunstroke lntuslon

l3 Gardenia turgidaRoxb. Rubiaceae Gongdi Fruits Mumps Paste

v. Gloriosa superbaL. Liliaceae Kal-lavi Leaves Jaundice Infusion
Tuber Swelling Paste

35 Hygrophila schulli
(Buch.-Ham.)

M.R. & S.M. Almeida

Acanthaceae Talimkhana Seeds lmpotence Powder

'x. J a t r op ha go s syp ifu I ia L. Euphorbiaceae Chandryjyot [atex Bum tatex applied

37. Lavsonia inermisL. Lythraceae Mendi Leaves Scabies Paste

38. Momordica dioica
Roxb.exWlld.

Cucurbitaceae Kantola Tuber Scorpion bite Paste

39. Mo r i ng a o I e ifo r a l-amk. Moringaceae Shevga Bark Paralysis Paste

40. Pergularia daemia
(Forsk.) Chiov.

Asclepiadaceae Nagladudheli [atex Bum Latexapplied

4t. Pueraria htberosa
(Roxb.)DC.

Papilionaceae Pithana Tuber Weakness Powder

42. Raphanus sativusL. Brassicaceae Mogri Fruit Impure blood Vegetable

43. Rttngia repens (L.) Nees Acanthaceae Entire plant
Roots

Cough
Musele Catch

Powder/Infusior

Paste

44. Sarcostemma interm-
ediumDecne-

Asclepiadaceae Entire plant General Sickness Dodicr/Powder

{5. Sesamumindicum L. Pedaliaceae Til Seeds Loss ofappetite Crushed seeds

46. Solanttmvirginiarum L. Solanaceae Bhoyringni Roots Cough Powder

+7 Spilanthus calvaDC. Asteraceae Akkalgaro Leaves Cough Infusion /
Leaves chewed

48. Thmarindus indicus L. Caesalpiniaceae Chinch Bark Bledinsfornrffi Infusion
Ba* Excessive

mensfuation
Decoction

49. Theriophonunt dalzell ii
Schott.

Araceae Corm Abscess and
Tumours

Paste

50. Trichodesma indica
(L)RBr.

Boraginaceae Undanfuli Leaves Scabies Powder+oil

5l Wcoaindica(L.)N,. Asteraceae Sanasali Entire plant Abortion Infusion

52. Woodfordiafruticosa
(L.)Kurz.

Lythraceae Dhaiti Flower Qqlh!4gin infanl Paste/[nfusion
Flower Watery stool Infusion
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tribals possess fairly good amount of knowledge about

their diseases. The data accrued has been verified by cross-

checking. This study tkows light on the popularity ofour
indigenous system of medicine among the tribal/rural
people.' They await attention of phytochernists and
pharmacologists for further scientific scrutiny to divulge
vital drugs.forthe well-being of mankind.
Acknowledgements
The authors are ttrankful to Principal Dr.D.N.ktel (P.S.G.VP.

College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Shahada) and

Shri.B.M.Patil (L.KDr.P.R Gtrcgrey Sciene Collegg Dhule)

for necessary facilities and encouragements.

References
l. Patil DA 1992, KeyToAngiospermicFamiliesofNorth

Maharashtra, Pune Vidyarthi Griha Prakashan, Pune
(M.S.),India

2 NaikVltl 1998, FloraofMarathwada.Vol.I-II. Amrut
Prakashaq Aurangabad (M.S.), India.

3. Patil DA 2003, FtoraofDhuleandNandurbarDisrics.
Bishen Siingh Mahendra Pal Singh, Dehradun, U.P.,

India
4. Cooke T 1958, The Flora of The Presidency of

Bombay. Vol.[-III, B.S.t. (Repr. Ed.), Calcutta,
India.


