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Ranunanlus qntoniensisDC.of family Ranunculaceae, a rare and less known taxolr so far report€d

only from terai region of Uttar pradcsh" is now reportetl for the first time from Gangetic plain ofthe

state showing its extended distribution. Brief description along with citation and illustration are

provided for easy identifieatior.
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fururculus cantoniensis DC. of frmily Ranunculaceae is

commonly knovm as brisdy buttercup, bris$y crowfood

and pensylvania buttercup. This species is found.near
ponds, ditches and wet meadows. During botanical
exploration in eastem UuarPradcSr, tbc authors collected

some specimens frorn Ghzipur district. On critioal
cxamination it rvas identified as Rourculus cantoniensis

DC., arareand litde known taxon so frreportcd from terai

region of Uttar Pradesh by Duthbr, and Singh!. Both of
thun reponedthis species frromsaare bcdity i.e. la]fiimptrr
Khiri.

Thereforq, the prpsent finding of the species

shows iis extended distribution in the Gangetic plaim of
tlre state. Up to date nornenclature, detailed descripiorl
illustration, phenology etc. are provided here to facilitate
easy identific*ion of the species in field. The specimens

have been deposited in the Duthie Herbariurn (Dt{),
Deparunent of Botany, University ofAllahabad, Allahabad.

Ranuncalus cantoniensisDC.,Prodr. I :43. 1824; Fland.

Ma. inAct. Hort. Gotob. 13: 165. 1939; FIuainJ. Jap. Bot.

l8 :459. l942et fi:322. 1955; Mukerjee in Bull. Be*" Surv.

India 2 : 102" 19ffi . R napaulensu DC", Prodr. I : 39. 1824.

R trilobatusD. Doq Prodr. FI. Nepd. 194. 1825 (non Desf
1978). R. chinensisBunge, Enum. Pl. Chin. Bs. 3. 1833;

Llcr/x..f, et.Thoms., FL India t : 38. 1855. Rfrb,o.sus, Wallich .

ex Hook. f. md Thomson, Fl. Ind. 37. 1855. E.

pnsylvanians Hook./ and Thonn. in Fl. Brit. India I : 19.

1872 (non Linn.J l78t); Duthie, FUGP. l:22.1943. R..

ripariusEdgew. in Tram. Linn. Soc.20: 18. 18a6. (Fig. t)-

Erect hairy annual herbs, 30-60 cm tall. Stem 2'3

ft., holloq erect, branched, patently hairy" Leaves
pinnately compound,4-12 cm long,4'8 cm wide, radical

leaves long-petiolate; petioles broad and sheathing at

base,.lamina three-partite; segments deeply divided, thc

terminat one 3-parted and lateral ones 2 or 3 parte4 linear;

cauline leaves sessile wittr streathing base; leaflets hairy
lobed and coarsely toothed. Flowers solitary, yellow,

Fig"l. Ranunculus cantoniensis DC. a- Habit sketch of
plant; b. A Flower; c. An Achene.

147



Kumaretal.

Map 1. Map of Uttar Pradesh showing extended

distribution.

pedicels terminal. Sepals 5, yeltowish-green, reflexed, 4-5

mm long deciduous, sparsely hairy; petals 5, pale yellow,

shorter itran ttre sepals, 2-3 mm long; stamodrs'15-20,

anthers less than I mm long; reeeptacle pilose,2mm long

inflower,5-13 mm long in fiuitActrcnes 50-100 inanovoid-

cylindrical to cylindric head; achene flattened, obovate,

2'3 mrn long, smooth and glabrous with an intra-marginal ,

rib; beak stout, deltoid.
Flowering and fruiting : March'May.
Habitat : near ponds, ditches and wet meadows'

Distribution : World : Nepal (Terai region)' Butan, North

China, Pakistan, Korea, Japan and North Arnerica' In

tndia :N. W. HimalayatoN. E. IndiqJammu and Kashmir,

Himanchal Pradesh, Haryanq Unar Pradesh, Bihar, Sikkim,

Arunanchal Pradesh and Maghalaya.

Specimen Emmined: Indi4 Uttar Pradesh, Ghazipur

District, Saidpur Tatrsil, Bhimapar village, 29. 05. 2006.

Pramod Kumar, 24172 (Dl{).
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