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RECORD OF cHARAcrostpilorv FRoM NORTHERN INDIA

V. K. ANAND, GAIATRY LANGER and SUMAN SHARMA

Department of Bio-scieoces, University of Jammu, Jammu, India'

A monotypic, rare ge6us Characiosiphon rivularis Iyenger has been regorded for the

first time from Jammu (J & K State), North€rn lodia.

Keywords z Characiosiphon rivularis.

With the establishment of monotypic
genus Characiosiphon' rivularis by

lyenger (1936), collected from South

tndia (Vaiyamptti near Trichinopoly),
it was latel recorded from Gwalior
(Agarkar, 1953); Tirupati (Rao, 1954);

Jodhpur (Bhandari, 1955) and lndore
(Sharma,1958) but none of these

reports pertain to Northern lndia.

During the course of survey of fresh

water algae of Jammu Province (J I
K state), Characiosiphon rivularis was
collected once on 20th August, 1988

from Hiranagar, Jammu, growing in a

slow moving, shallow stream forming
clusters on small pebbles and stones.

Thallus green, 1-1.7 cm long and

2-3 mm broad, young thalli narrow at
the basal portion and globular at the
apex with prominent lobing, mature

thalli club-shaped, without lobing;
protoplasts in the basal part of thallus
loosely arranged and round in surface

view, but compactlY arranged and
pentagonal in surface view in upper

part of the thallus; individual proto-
plast 12-14 p in diameter (Figs. 1

and 2).

Characiosiphon rivularis has been

recorded from lotic as well as lentic
waters. However, authors collected
this plant from a shallow stream gro.
wing on pebbles though there are

Fig. I. Characiosiphon rivularis thallus;
Fig. 2. Protoplasts in upper and basal

part of thallus.
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r6ports that this plant grows on of Department of Bio-sciences,

leaves, twigs and other submerged Jammu University.
parts of the plants (Table 1). The

length of the present specimen agrees Authors are thankful to the Head,

in total with the specimens described Department of Bio-sciences, Jammu

by Bhandari (1955) but so far as its university for facilities.

lobing pattern'is boncerned, it resem- : ,.

bles Agarkar (1953) and Sharma Accepted March' 1989

(1958) (Table 1). The present alga

agrees in all regards with the type Beferences '. "''
m-ateriat described by lyenger (1936)' Agarkar M S 1953' Carr' Sci'22245

Thus, it forms the firsi ,"-"ora tio, Bhandari IvI M 1955, Curr' Sci'1,416

the North lndia as a whole and lyenger M O P 1936, l. Ind, Bot. Soc. 15 313

Jammu in particular. The voucher Rao K V s '954, curr' Sci' 23 !91

specimen and original drawings have . Sharma R 1958, Curr. Sci.27 5N ' 'ri 
,.

been deposited in Herbarium' section


